
 

November​ ​6,​ ​2017  
 
The​ ​Honorable​ ​Rick​ ​Scott 
State​ ​of​ ​Florida 
The​ ​Capitol  
400​ ​S.​ ​Monroe​ ​St.  
Tallahassee,​ ​FL​ ​32399-0001 
VIA​ ​EMAIL:​ ​​Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com  
 
Dear​ ​Governor​ ​Scott, 
 
We, the below signed organizations, write to urge Florida to participate in the Local Update of                
Census Addresses (“LUCA”) program in partnership with the United States Census Bureau.            
Over ​$600 billion per year is distributed to communities across the United States based on               
Census data. This funding includes money for infrastructure and roads, health care, schools, and              
more. In Florida, the amount of funds distributed by the sixteen largest federal assistance              
programs on basis of decennial census information totals $29,283,302,687 according to the            
George Washington University Institute of Public Policy (attached). The more accurate the            
Census count is in Florida, the more likely our state is to get the resources that is needs and                   
deserves to serve community members. Ensuring that the Bureau has an accurate address list is               
the​ ​first​ ​step​ ​to​ ​ensuring​ ​an​ ​accurate​ ​2020​ ​Census.  
 
The Census is also important in that it reapportions the 435 seats in the United States House of                  
Representatives. Ensuring an accurate count in the Census translates to a more accurate             
representation in Congress and ensuring Florida gets the fair amount of congressional seats             
allotted.  
 
Congress created the LUCA program in 1994 to allow state and local governments to help ensure                
the address list for the census is up to date and accurate. In between each decennial census, the                  
landscape across the country can change dramatically. People move. New developments are            
planned. Buildings are repurposed. Because the Census Bureau distributes the census based on             
addresses, and not to individuals, it is essential that these local changes be reflected in the official                 
Master Address File. Without knowledge of these changes, people are at risk of not receiving the                
Census. 
 
The LUCA program is your opportunity to participate and ensure that every address in Florida               
has an opportunity to be counted on the 2020 Census. As the governor of Florida, your executive                 
agencies have the knowledge of Florida necessary to aid the 67 counties’ preparation work have               
the knowledge of Florida necessary to ensure that addresses that could easily be overlooked,              
including non-traditional quarters and rural or camouflaged homes, are included in the Master             
Address File. While the Department of Economic Opportunity will need to devote resources to              
adequately review and respond to the materials you will receive as a part of the LUCA program,                 
we are ready and able to work with you to help identify areas that could be easily overlooked for                   
address updates. We regularly work with communities that the Census Bureau traditionally finds             
“hard to count,” including low-income communities, communities of color, limited English           
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proficient communities, and immigrant communities. As trusted voices within these          
communities, we can partner with you to ensure that they are represented in the LUCA process.                
The Center for Urban Research at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York                
(CUNY) has produced a searchable online map that identifies communities whose demographics            
and other characteristics qualify them as “hard-to-count” for purposes of the 2020 Census. Being              
undercounted can rob communities of fair political representation as well as an equitable share of               
the resources for education, housing, and other community needs that are distributed annually             
based on census data. The interactive Hard-to-Count map is available at           
http://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/ 
 
You should have received a letter this summer from the Census Bureau discussing the LUCA               
program and encouraging you to register. If you need more information you can find it on the                 
Census Bureau website at ​https://www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/luca.html​. The deadline to        
sign up is December 15, 2017. We will be following up with your office on this request by                  
December 1, 2017. We sincerely hope that you will participate in the LUCA program and look                
forward to working with you to ensure all households are properly identified for the 2020               
Census.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Liza​ ​McClenaghan,​ ​State​ ​Chair 
Common​ ​Cause​ ​Florida 
lizamac@comcast.net  

Maria​ ​Rodriguez,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Florida​ ​Immigrant​ ​Coalition,​ ​Inc.  
maria@floridaimmigrant.org 

Esteban​ ​Garces,​ ​Florida​ ​State​ ​Director 
Mi​ ​Familia​ ​Vota​ ​Education​ ​Fund 
estebang@mifamiliavota.org 

Mark​ ​Ferrulo,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Progress​ ​Florida​ ​Education​ ​Institute  
mark@progressflorida.org 

Linda​ ​Geller-Schwartz,​ ​Florida​ ​State​ ​Policy 
Advocate 
National​ ​Council​ ​of​ ​Jewish​ ​Women 
lndgellerscwartz@gmail.com 

Joey​ ​McKinnon,​ ​Florida​ ​Statewide 
Coordinator 
Faith​ ​in​ ​Public​ ​Life 
jmckinnon@faithinpubliclife.org 

Beverlye​ ​Neal,​ ​Florida​ ​Director 
National​ ​Congress​ ​of​ ​Black​ ​Women,​ ​Inc. 
ncbworlando@gmail.com  

Denise​ ​Diaz,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Central​ ​Florida​ ​Jobs​ ​with​ ​Justice 
denise@cfjwj.org  

Laura​ ​Goodhue,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Florida​ ​Alliance​ ​of​ ​Planned​ ​Parenthood 
Affiliates 
laura.goodhue@ppsenfl.org  

Rafael​ ​Palacio,​ ​Florida​ ​State​ ​Director 
Hispanic​ ​Federation 
rpalacio@hispanicfederation.org  
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Natalie​ ​Montelongo,​ ​National​ ​Field 
Director 
Voto​ ​Latino 
natalie@votolatino.org  

Andrea​ ​Mercado,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
New​ ​Florida​ ​Majority​ ​Education​ ​Fund 
andrea@newfloridamajority.org  

Dr.​ ​Yinka​ ​Tella,​ ​President 
Nigerian​ ​American​ ​Foundation 
globaltellinc@gmail.com  

Winnie​ ​Tang,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Florida​ ​Asian​ ​Services​ ​Center 
winnievhtang@aol.com  

Winnie​ ​Tang,​ ​President 
NANAY,​ ​Inc.,  
winnievhtang@aol.com  

Winnie​ ​Tang,​ ​President 
NANAY,​ ​CEDC 
winnievhtang@aol.com  

Winnie​ ​Tang,​ ​President 
OCA​ ​South​ ​Florida​ ​Chapter 
winnievhtang@aol.com  

Winnie​ ​Tang,​ ​President 
Florida​ ​Chinese​ ​Federation 
winnievhtang@aol.com  

Jared​ ​Nordlund,​ ​Senior​ ​Strategist 
UnidosUS 
jnordlund@unidosus.org  

Tamara​ ​Ayon,​ ​Director​ ​of​ ​Florida 
Operations 
Emgage 
jnordlund@unidosus.org  

Nadine​ ​Smith,​ ​Chief​ ​Executive​ ​Officer 
Equality​ ​Florida 
nadine@eqfl.org  

Karen​ ​Woodall,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
FL​ ​Center​ ​for​ ​Fiscal​ ​and​ ​Economic​ ​Policy 
fcfep@yahoo.com  

Julie​ ​M.​ ​Houk,​ ​Senior​ ​Special​ ​Counsel 
Lawyers’​ ​Committee​ ​for​ ​Civil​ ​Rights​ ​Under 
Law 
jhouk@lawyerscommittee.org  

Kirk​ ​Bailey,​ ​Political​ ​Director 
ACLU​ ​Foundation,​ ​Florida 
kbailey@aclufl.org  

Umi​ ​Selah,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Dream​ ​Defenders 
phillipagnew@gmail.com  

Manuel​ ​Hartman,​ ​President 
South​ ​Florida​ ​LCLAA​ ​Chapter 
manny@lclaa.us  

Carolyn​ ​Smith 
Working​ ​America 
csmith@workingamerica.org  

CK​ ​Lau,​ ​Executive​ ​Director 
Asia​ ​Trend,​ ​Inc. 
garylau@asiatrend.org  

Michelle​ ​E.​ ​Kanter​ ​Cohen,​ ​Counsel 
Fair​ ​Elections​ ​Legal​ ​Network 
mkantercohen@fairelectionsnetwork.com 

Aliki​ ​Moncrief 
FL​ ​​ ​Conservation​ ​Voters​ ​Education​ ​Fund 
aliki@fcvoters.org  

Agnes​ ​Chau,​ ​Esq.,​ ​President 
Asian​ ​American​ ​Federation​ ​of​ ​Florida 
agneschau.aaff@gmail.com  
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