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2017 Nebraska Lobby Report

obbying must pay off, since the investment grows with each year! 2016
saw another million-dollar increase in lobby spending. That means 543
principals  (special  interests)  paid  364  lobbyists  $16,754,795  to

influence our state government. If the lobbying money were to be distributed
evenly each lobbyist would earn $46,029, while our forty-nine legislators are
earning $12,000.

L
Of course that isn’t the way lobbying money is distributed. It is a competitive
battle for clients.  It is actually survival-of-the- fittest and the big firms get the
largest chunk. The major firms employ multiple lobbyists and represent more
than forty principals each. 

The level of expertise or salesmanship is difficult to measure. A   single client
list  may include schools,  banks,  hospitals,  liquor distributors,  farmers,  and
technology companies. There is no doubt that the professional lobbyist is a
multifaceted expert.

Where does this leave you, the average citizen, who wants to talk to his or her
senator? It depends on your ability to compete. The lobbyist will  be at the
capitol every day. He can provide lunch, dinner, drinks, golf, or tickets to the
game, and most importantly, campaign fundraisers. What can you do?

The  lobbyist’s  tools  are  all  about  gaining  access  and  winning  favor  with
elected officials. Make no mistake, lobbyists are good at their trade and they
are excellent communicators. The problem is they work for those who pay
them and the client may not be working in the best interests of the public.

Our 2017 report looks at some of the details.
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Lobby Expenses 

Some lobbyists charge a flat rate for their services. Others charge a base
fee and then expect reimbursement for entertainment and meals.  The
best place to look for total expenses is the guy who is paying the final bill,
the principal.

The chart below shows itemized lobbying expenses from 2012 through
2016. You will quickly see the large increase in Lobbyist Compensation,
and  Entertainment.  The  increase  in  Total  Expense  is  staggering
particularly in light of the fact that it was a 60-day session(compared to
the previous year’s 90 day session).

*2016 statistics recorded on 2/10/17

Late filings may make minor changes in the statistics and could increase
the numbers. 

***Continued***
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Nebraska’s Active Lobbyists

The chart below shows the number of registered lobbyists and principals
tabulated  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Legislature’s  office  from  2012  through
2016.  The term Principal identifies all entities that pay for lobbyists. The
number of compensated lobbyists reached an all time high in 2016.

*Statistics recorded on 2/7/17

Who Spends the Most on Lobbying?

Lobbyists don’t come cheap! For many special interests it is much like 
hiring a top executive or maybe two. Below we have identified 10 of the 
top spenders over the last five years.
The Nebraska Chamber spent the most in 2016, but the League of 
Municipalities captured the five-year total for the first time.

  Statistics recorded on 2/7/17

Principal 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 5-Year Total
League of Municipal. $211,351.00 $193,131.00 $179,551.00 $194,024.00 $173,563.00 $951,620.00

Altria Client Services $122,158.00 $209,655.00 $158,402.00 $134,626.00 $207,059.00 $831,900.00

Renewable Fuels NE $201,825.00 $191,475.00 $190,191.00 $188,461.00 $48,597.00 $820,549.00

NE Chamber of Com. $129,895.00 $151,377.00 $120,036.00 $162,162.00 $218,338.00 $781,808.00

NE Banker’s Assoc. $125,499.00 $124,535.00 $141,668.00 $205,470.00 $106,459.00 $757,631.00
University of NE $122,079.00 $156,634.00 $160,135.00 $165,671.00 $150,142.00 $754,661.00
NE State Ed Assoc. $137,761.00 $103,050.00 $68,645.00 $102,361.00 $93,879.00 $505,696.00
NCSA (School Adm) $63,189.00 $92,295.00 $104,713.00 $127,889.00 $108,381.00 $496,467.00
Omaha Pub. Power $76,830.00 $83,544.00 $90,050.00 $86,682.00 $86,095.00 $423,201.00
Nebraska Bar Assoc. $86,202.00 $92,388.00 $74,841.00 $74,410.00 $72,705.00 $400,546.00
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Who Makes the Most?

The numbers speak for themselves!

Public Education Lobbying

Many public entities spend tax dollars to get more tax dollars.

Nebraska’s Public School Funding Formula has remained a mystery to
taxpayers  and  administrators  alike.   The  only  sure  thing  about  the
formula is the likelihood that it will be changed.

The lobby is one tool school districts can use to monitor the changes and
protect  their  interests.  Those  school  districts  that  have  the  funds  to
invest in lobbying exert greater influence, while those districts lacking in
wealth find themselves on the outside looking in.  The lobby does not
work for all the children only those children in the districts that can pay
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 The following chart identifies the 17 school districts and the Learning
Community that have those resources:

*Statistics for 2016 recorded 2/19/17

 Over the last  5 years,  Omaha Public  Schools has spent the most,
followed by Millard in second place and Lincoln in third.

 2014 saw the most spent on school lobbying in a single year.  

 $2,348,158 is the most spent collectively in a 5-year period.

The numbers are not staggering, but those districts that have their own
lobbyist must believe they have an advantage or they wouldn’t spend the
money. What about the 269 school districts that can’t afford a lobbyist?
Are they at a serious disadvantage? 
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University Lobbying

The University  of  Nebraska is  also competing  for  those education tax
dollars. It had 6 in-house registered lobbyists battling for funds, as well
as  Radcliffe  and  Associates  to  back  them  up.  In  2016  the  University
lobbying  team  spent  $38,192.79  on  entertaining  state  officials  and
$12,425.00  on  providing  tickets  to  events.  The  grand  total  came  to
$50,617.79. 

It doesn’t look good for those Class 3 school districts asking for more
state aid. Season tickets to the high school football games won’t do it.

Tracking the Money

How difficult is it to follow dollars spent on entertainment? It’s almost as
if the lobby wrote the rules. For example, lobbyists are restricted to gifts
of $50 per month,  per senator.  Senators must report only gifts valued
over  $100.  Gifts  of  food  and  beverages  are  excluded  from  reporting
except as they show up only in the total entertainment figures for both
the lobbyist and the principal.

In other words, it is nearly impossible to find out how much any lobbyist
spent  entertaining  an  individual  senator.  From  the  other  perspective,
senators have no idea how much is being spent on their colleagues. 

The system seems to be working well for the legislature, but it remains a
mystery for the public.
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The University’s Gifts

To its credit, the University of Nebraska is the only entity that discloses
to whom tickets to athletic events are given.  This is important because
two season tickets for football are valued at $798 and state officials must
report gifts over $100. Thus, football tickets are the single item that can
be cross-checked. 

To increase public confidence in the reporting system we do the cross-
check each year.

The charts below were compiled from the 2016 University of Nebraska’s
Principal’s Report and the senators’ Statements of Financial Interest. The
charts show who accepted free tickets, the value placed on those tickets,
and  if  the  value  was  reported  to  the  Accountability  and  Disclosure
Commission.

Recipients: Season Tickets

1. Two season football tickets valued at $798
2. No donation required
3. Everyone listed accepted tickets

 Sen. Roy Baker Reported
 Sen. Colby Coash Reported
 Sen. Sue Crawford Reported
 Sen. Al Davis Reported
 Sen. Laura Ebke Not Reported
 Sen. Nicole Fox Reported
 Sen. Tommy Garrett Statement not filed as of 3/16/17
 Sen. Ken Haar Reported
 Sen. Sara Howard Reported
 Sen. Tyson Larson Statement not filed as of 3/16/17
 Sen. Adam Morfeld Reported
 Sen. David Schnoor Reported
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Recipients: Sky-box Tickets

1. Two single game football tickets in sky-box seating.
2. Value $150

 Sen. Dan Watermeier Not Reported
 Sen. Roy Baker Not Reported
 Sen. Matt Hansen Not Reported
 Sen. Adam Morfeld Not Reported
 Sen. Robert Hilkemann Statement not filed as of 3/16/17
 Sen. Matt Williams Reported
 Sen. Galen Hadley Not Reported
 Sen. Jim Smith Not Reported

It  is  difficult  to  separate  education  tax  dollars  from  University  of
Nebraska Foundation dollars when evaluating lobby expenses. It is clear,
however,  that  the  Foundation  pays  for  tickets  given  to  state  elected
officials. 

*The attached appendix shows tickets of lesser value for UNO hockey, UNL basketball, and the 
UNL football Spring Game.

***Continued***
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And Now For Some Real Money

In Nebraska, lobbyists get to play a major role in campaign fundraising.

Political Action Committees PAC’s

Political  Action  Committees  are  organizations  established  by
corporations,  labor unions,  and other special  interests to raise money
from individuals  for  political  campaigns  or  political  causes.  For  many
elected officials  and candidates  for  public  office,  PAC’s  are one of  the
largest sources of campaign funds. A survey of campaign contributions
over $250 shows how important PACs are to getting elected. 

In Nebraska there are currently 117 active PACs with 41 lobbyists acting
as treasurers. Do the lobbyists direct the campaign dollars to win favor?
It is difficult to prove.

Client Campaign Contributions 

It is not uncommon for lobbyists to send a letter to an elected official
informing  them  of  a  forthcoming  campaign  contribution.  These
contributions may be in the thousands of dollars. The recipient normally
recognizes the fact that the lobbyist is the conduit even though the client
is  the  donor.  Although  the  contribution  is  not  from  the  lobbyist  the
connection is clear and the opportunities for influence may follow.

Altria Client Services (Phillip Morris) spent $831,900 on lobbying over a
5-year period. During an 11-month period, from 12/09/15 to 10/24/16,
the company made direct campaign contributions amounting to $37,000.
Most of the lobbying money goes to the lobbyist. The campaign dollars
have a direct effect on the elected officials.
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Contributions from Altria Client Services

***Continued***
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In-Session Fundraisers

An opportunity to make a real friend.

Lobbyist  sponsored  in-session  fundraisers  work  well  for  both  the
lobbyist and the senators. The senators are in town, the lobbyists are in
the rotunda, and the bills are on the floor. It is estimated that thousands
of  campaign  dollars  can  be  raised  at  breakfast  just  an  hour  before
senators vote.

The  invitation  that  goes  out  to  senators  offers  a  free  meal.  The
opportunity for the lobbyists asks $100 at the door. Lobbyists may bring
checks from their clients as well. These are closed events.  The public and
the  press  are  not  invited.   Since  much  of  the  money  comes  in
contributions under $250, it  can be reported as cash making it nearly
impossible to trace. 

Twenty-nine  states  prohibit  in-session  fundraisers  but  Nebraska  isn’t
one of them.  Common Cause Nebraska has helped to draft legislation to
prohibit  these  events  but  the  Government  Committee  has  refused  to
advance the bills. 

One might think that term limits would reduce the demand. That is not
always the case.  Some term limited folks like  a healthy war chest for
future endeavors.

Lobbyist  sponsored  fundraiser  take  place  throughout  the  year,  but
money-changing hands during the session lends itself to corruption.  

***Continued***   
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In-Session Fundraisers Scheduled for 2017

January      February         March           April
3rd – Senator
        Stinner

3rd   Senator
Walz

6th  Senator
       Hansen

6th  Senator
       Morfeld

12th Senator
        Kolowski*

10th Senator
Hughes

15th Senator
        Hilgers

12th Senator
        Harr*

18th Senator
      McCollister

23rd Senator
       Lindstrom

19th Senator
        Blood

19th Senator
        Murante*

            28th Senator
        Quick

26thSenator
       Wayne

* Term Limited

Many fundraisers are scheduled for the month of May. An update may be
necessary.

The Revolving Door

The “revolving  Door”  continues  to  turn as  Nebraska’s  elected officials
leave their offices to join the lobbying ranks. When we elect individuals
we expect them to serve the interest of their constituents and the state.
As  a  result,  they  gain  special  knowledge  and  relationships.   This
background is a public trust. It should not be bought and sold.

Special interests outside of government are more than willing to buy that
knowledge and use those relationships for financial gain.   

Common Cause believes there should be a 2 year “cooling off  period”
before public officials become paid lobbyists.

***Continued***
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Former State Elected Officials – Registered Lobbyists for 2017 

 

#Firm Totals Only
* Online Reg. Only
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Appendix 

University Tickets under the reporting threshold of $100

 UNO Hockey Night - Hockey Tickets ($525.00)

Senators:
Senator Sara Howard (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Bill Kintner (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Rick Kolowski (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Joni Craighead (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Bob Hilkemann (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Tanya Cook ( 2 Tickets -$50)
Senator Burke Harr (3 Tickets - $75)
Senator John McCollister (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Jim Smith (2 Tickets - $50)
Senator Nicole Fox (1 Ticket - $25) 
Senator Merv Riepe (1 Ticket - $25)

UNL Basketball Tickets ($209.00)

Senators:
Senator Tanya Cook (2 Tickets - $38)
Speaker Galen Hadley (2 Tickets - $38)
Senator Mark Kolterman (2 Tickets - $38)
Senator Matt Williams (2 Tickets - $38)
Senator Adam Morfeld (1 Ticket - $19)
Senator Matt Hansen (2 Tickets - $38)

***Continued***
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Football Spring Game ($765)

Senators:
Senator Colby Coash (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Joni Craighead (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Al Davis (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Ken Haar (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Bob Krist (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Tyson Larson (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Brett Lindstrom (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Beau McCoy (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Merv Riepe (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Dan Watermeier (2 Tickets - $10)
Senator Matt Williams (2 Tickets - $10)

Staff:
Shannon Anderson (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Lorena Becker (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kay Bergquist (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jeremiah Blake (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Alycia Brady (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Trinity Chappelear (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kim Davis (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Krissa Delka (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Julie Diegel (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Beth Dinneen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Mary Jane Edson (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Josh Eickmeier (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Janice Foster (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Tim Freburg (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Dylan Frederick (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jeff Fryman (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Tom Green (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Spencer Head (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Elizabeth Hertzler (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
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Joel Hunt (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Cheryl Kizzier (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Rod Krogh (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Catherine Larsen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Mary Lauritsen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Andrew Lebrone (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Tyler Mahood (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Bill Marienau (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Mikki McCann (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Rachel Meier (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Clark Mitchell (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Sam Pynes (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
W. Lamont Rainey (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Janice Satra (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Sally Schultz (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Natalie Schunk (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Sherry Shaffer (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
David Slattery (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kristen Stiffley (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jeannette Thiem (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Laurie Vollertsen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Patty Wade (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Brett Waite (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Katie Watterman (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Laurie Weber (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ken Winston (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jamie Leishman (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Amara Meyer (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Vicki Buck (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kimberly Rezak (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Carol Koranda (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kitty Kearns (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Patrick O'Donnell (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Dick Brown (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jim Doggett (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10) 
Al Jensen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Burdette Burkhart (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ronald Witkowski (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Judy Jansen (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
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Ben Laken (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Brandon Metzler (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Roxey Miner (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ashley Blunk (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Gayle Beals (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Daniel Schwab (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Mike Evans (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Daren Gillespie (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Pam Huckins (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Adam Hall (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Gary Wieman (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Chris Leishman (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Steve Ramos (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Theresa Ramos (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Joel Pelton (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ron Gerdes (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Alex Cordry (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ben Barnett (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Debbie Smith (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Shirley Bonne (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jody Hurlbut (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Vickie Stepanich (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Charles Smith (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Emily Bass (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Jean DeGaff (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Janet Powell (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Stuart Richey (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Ami Johnson (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Heidi Uhing (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)
Kyle Harpster (2 Spring Game Tickets - $10)


