
                How to Engage State Government 

Step 1: Pick a policy area you are passionate about. Ex. education, public health, taxes, voting rights etc. 

Step 2: Go to https://www.leg.state.mn.us/ Scroll to middle of screen and you will see:  

 

 
 
Step 3: Click “contact my legislator” option. This will take you to the webpage where you can find out who are your 

legislators. 

Step 4: Now that you know who are your legislators and what policy area you’d like to get involved in, find out which 

committees work in your particular policy area.  Go to: https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/committees. This will take you 

to the webpage that will allow you to 

select committees in the House and the 

Senate.  Pick which chamber you’d like to 

see the committee list for.  Ultimately you 

will want to see both because you will 

want to contact members in both.   

 
Step 5: Click on the “Committee Home” 

link.  That will open the webpage 

containing all the key information 

about that committee.  It will tell you 

who sits on the committee, what is 

the leadership, who is the support 

staff for the committee and it will 

give you access to all documents 

shared with the committee on a bill.  

The neat thing is that you will also 

have access to the direct links for 

each of the legislators that sit on the 

committee.   

 

 

 

https://www.leg.state.mn.us/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/committees


 

Step 6:  Click on “Membership” link and you will get to webpage to all the committee members profiles and contact 

information.  

 

Step 7: Click on their email links and lobby away! 

Advocacy tips to keep in mind: 

• Chair, co-Chair and Ranking Minority Leads on each committee are the 

most powerful positions on any committee.    

• Always include your ranking minority lead on any contact you have with 

a member of the committee that is on the opposite side of a bill you are 

trying to influence.  Ex., if you are in support of Restore the Vote for felons 

and most committee members are against that, you will want to make sure 

to cc: the opposing party ranking minority lead; in this case, it may be the DFL 

ranking minority lead and visa-versa. 

• If you are not able to attend a hearing to testify you can submit written testimony.  Send your written testimony 

via email to the Committee Administrator and cc: the Chair and ranking minority lead on the committee. 

• Make sure to cc: your own representatives so they know that this is an important issue to you. 

• Make sure to communicate your concerns or suggestions to the Governor’s Policy Analysist, the Governor, Lt. 

Governor and Commissioners of the agency that would have jurisdiction over the matter.  So, in the example 

above on Restore the Vote it may be the Commissioner of Public Safety. 

• There is power in numbers.  Get a letter signed by as many neighbors, friends, family, and colleagues as possible.  

• Start an online petition on Facebook:  https://www.techwalla.com/articles/how-to-make-a-petition-on-

facebook  

• Resource on how to be effective with your online petition drive:  http://www.socialbrite.org/2010/07/20/9-

online-petition-tools-how-to-make-a-difference/  

 

Contact for Governor Dayton/Lt. Governor Smith/Cabinet members:  https://www.minnpost.com/data/minnesota-

governor Contains links and contact info on everyone. 

Email addresses:  mark.dayton@state.mn.us and michelle.fischbach@state.mn.us  

 


