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Building a people-powered democracy in Maryland

While our democracy seems challenged at every turn, Common Cause Maryland (CCMD)
stands vigilant and ready to defend it — as we always have — by working together to live up
to our nation’s greatest ideals. But, we wouldn’t be able to do any of this without you.
The force behind CCMD has always been our members — ordinary, but extraordinary
Marylanders just like you — who are willing speak up for what’s right, and work towards the
democracy we all deserve. Here’s a small sampling of the work your support enabled over
the past few months, along with the next step we’ll be taking to protect the vote as we
enter yet another contentious election season. Thanks for all you do.
Joanne Antoine, Executive Director

CONGRESSIONAL &
LEGISLATIVE MAPS FINALIZED

Aleksandra Petrovic
Redistricting & Development Coordinator

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. Lillian Norris-Holmes elected
CCMD Advisory Board President
Exec. Director named Baltimore
Sun’s 25 Women to Watch
Common Cause MD joins as
plaintiff in challenge of racially
discriminatory map
Exec. Director appointed to
Baltimore County Blue Ribbon
Ethics & Accountability
Commission
LaShanda Jackson joins CCMD
Advisory Board

After a Maryland judge ruled the first version of the congressional
map "an extreme partisan gerrymander", the General Assembly had
to draw a new map. After reaching an agreement, Governor Hogan
then signed it into law.
The legislative map saw numerous legal challenges but the Maryland
Court of Appeals adhered to the lower court's recommendation to
uphold the enacted map.
CCMD watchdogged the redistricting process, ensuring the public
was able to observe and participate throughout the redistricting
cycle. Our advocacy to create a truly inclusive redistricting process
that is powered by the people of Maryland continues.
For more information about congressional and legislative districting,
visit our statewide page

Steve Shapiro is an advocate for fair redistricting and a
long-time member of Common Cause Maryland. He is
known for the Lamone v. Benisek case, where frustrations
led him to challenge the 2011 gerrymandered
congressional maps, unsuccessfully, but his advocacy has
continued.
Mr. Shapiro has played a key role in our advocacy during
the 2021-2022 redistricting cycle, testifying and drawing
alternative congressional map proposals for
consideration by mapmakers. Thank you for continuing to
make your voice heard in support of fair maps and
watchdogging the process as the maps are debated in the
courts.
Learn more about Steve: bit.ly/SShapiro
P.S. Watch this funny video: bit.ly/puppyjustice

MEMBER

SPOTLIGHT

Steve Shapiro
Engineer & Attorney
Montgomery County, MD

STATEWIDE UPDATES
PRIMARY
ELECTION
QUICK FACTS

2022 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Voter Registration Deadline: June 28
Mail-in Ballot Request Deadline: July 12
Early Voting Period: July 7 - July 14
Primary Election Date: July 19
Voting Hours: 7am- 8pm
Things to remember:
If you miss the voter registration deadline, you can
register and vote during early voting and on
Election Day
You must be affiliated w/ a party to vote for most
candidates. Unaffiliated voters can still vote in non
partisan races.
Returning citizens have the right to vote. Those on
pre-trial/serving time for a misdemeanor have the
right to vote while incarcerated.
If voting by mail, sign the oath on the envelope and
return it by mail or at a secure drop box (no stamp
needed).
If you experience issues voting, call 866-OUR-VOTE
.
If you are in line to vote when doors close at 8pm,
stay in line until you vote.

With the help of members and supporters, Common Cause Maryland was
able to make significant progress on reforms, responding to the needs of
the local boards of election – and meet the public’s demand for more
accountability and transparency in our government – especially as more
voters are expected to vote by mail in the 2022 elections

Legislative victories include:
Improved Mail-In Voting SB 163 (Sen. Kagan) - vetoed by Gov. Hogan
Bans on Deceptive Fundraising Practices HB 17 (Del. Palakovich Carr)
Maryland State Agency Transparency Act SB 269, HB 395 (Sen. Kagan,
Del. Korman)
Increased Pay for Jury Service SB 775, HB 208 (Sen. Carter, Del. Moon)
Repealed Polling Place Location Restrictions SB 907, HB 328 (Del. Jones,
Sen. Simonaire, Del. Jones)
Check out our full legislative review: bit.ly/CCMDlegreview22
Transparency & Access in Annapolis
This was also the first session since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic
where advocates and the public had in-person access to legislative
proceedings. In the Senate, protocols were changed to end remote
testimony entirely. Nearly 200 organizations joined us in calling to
#KeepMDSenateVirtual, allowing for both online and in-person
participation. We will continue working with partners to ensure the
legislative process in both chambers is truly inclusive and accessible.

IN THE NEWS
Joanne Antoine quoted: “The congressional map belongs to the voters of Maryland, not politicians.”
LTE by Aleksandra Petrovic: “Baltimore County redistricting process excludes community members”
Op-Ed by Morgan Drayton: Anne Arundel County needs a public campaign financing program
Joanne Antoine quoted: “The public health crisis forced the legislature to take steps to establish a more open and
accessible process… changes should have been implemented long before the pandemic.”
Maryland HBCU Fellows: We’ve been desensitized’: At HBCUs, life goes on amid bomb threats

ARTIVISM WINNER

MEET OUR NEW

POLICY&ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

Jennifer Frederick (Baltimore)
Congratulations to Jennifer Frederick
for winning second place in the 2021
"My Voice, My Art, Our Cause" Artivism
Contest! Learn more: bit.ly/MDartivism

Morgan joined our team in September 2021. She
completed her J.D. from the University of Baltimore School
of Law. She currently manages outreach and engagement
for key policy campaigns throughout the state, especially
around money in politics and voting rights. One thing that
surprised her the most about working at CCMD is, “How
much I’ve learned about lobbying and the legislative
process in such a short amount of time. I’ve learned more
about the law and policymaking in 6 months than in my
three years of law school.” Growing up, Morgan’s sport was
competitive cheerleading and she still enoys practicing
tumbling. When not working, you can find her dancing at
her local gym!
Morgan Drayton

STUDENT

CORNER
In 2020, CCMD etablished the Maryland Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Student Action Alliance,
modeled after the North Carolina program which is
celebrating its 15th anniversary. The HBCU Student Action
Alliance aims to strengthen democracy by activating,
training, supporting, and uniting the next generation of
civic leaders at HBCUs in Maryland as they work to hold
power accountable at every level.
In March 2022, a few of our HBCU fellows joined us in
Annapolis to meet with legislators, tour and sit in for
committee hearings, and to learn more about reforms
important to them — including bills like the Climate
Solutions Now Act, Abortion Care Access Act, and
cannabis legalization.

HBCU Democracy Fellows visited the statehouse in Annapolis. Left,
Democracy Fellows Rondez Green (Bowie State Univ.) Livitia Njeuma (Coppin
State Univ.), Niyah Norton (Bowie State Univ.) and staff. Right, fellows and
staff meet with Delegate Gabriel Acevero (D-39). Photos by Corrin Reid.

MINORITY
DILUTION
IS NOT THE
SOLUTION
Baltimore County voters deserve
fair and representative maps
CCMD joined partners like the ACLU of Maryland
and NAACP Baltimore in suing to stop the
Baltimore County Council from passing a
shocking attack on democracy. As a plaintiff, we
urged US District Judge Lydia Kay Griggsby to
issue an injunction overturning Baltimore
County’s racially discriminatory redistricting
plan and requiring the County to reconfigure its
election system in compliance with the Voting
Rights Act and we were successful.
The Judge granted a preliminary injunction and
the Council submitted a new map with marginal
improvements but still failing to create a second
Black district. The map has since been adopted
and we are exploring future actions to ensure fair
representation for the next ten years. Learn more
at bit.ly/BaltimoreCountyLawsuit

LOCAL CAMPAIGNS
Anne Arundel County: We had an opportunity to put a charter
amendment on the ballot which would have set them on the
path to becoming the sixth jurisdiction to establish a small
donor public financing program. The County Council failed to
advance the resolution, but community leaders are taking back
their power - shifting to collecting the signatures needed to
petition to get the question on the ballot this November.
Baltimore County: Last year, the General Assembly passed the
MD Police Accountability Act of 2021 (MPAA). The MPAA
replaced the LEOBR with a new disciplinary framework that
creates new administrative charging committees and police
accountability boards and amends the makeup of trial boards.
CCMD has been supporting the local Coalition for Police
Accountability efforts to establish the strongest Baltimore
County Police Accountability Board possible — ensuring
transparency, accountability, and civilian oversight. Similar
efforts are being led by partners in all other jurisdictions. Learn
more at baltcopolicereform.org
Baltimore County also became the fifth jurisdiction to establish
a small donor public financing program. The effort was
championed by County Executive John “Johnny O” Olszewski
Howard & Montgomery County: Both jurisdictions have small
donor public financing programs being used by candidates for
the County Council and County Executive this election cycle—
with Howard using its program for the first time. CCMD staff
hosted forums in each jurisdiction to provide an overview of
how the programs work and to answer questions. CCMD will be
rolling out the people-powered seal for use by participating
candidates, helping the public to easily identify candidates
using the program.

MESSAGE FROM

ADVISORY BOARD PRESIDENT
I am enormously delighted for the opportunity to
serve as President of Common Cause Maryland
under the leadership of Joanne Antoine. I look
forward to vigorously supporting the continuous
vision of founder John Gardner who built this
wonderful and exciting nonpartisan grassroots
organization along with 50 years of supporters
around the country. A warm-hearted thank you
and a special salute to the generous partners, and
individuals who continue to provide moral and
financial support to Common Cause Maryland.
We remain strong and are stronger because of
YOU!
Dr. Lillian Norris-Holmes

JUDGE KETANJI
BROWN JACKSON
CONFIRMED !!

"Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s confirmation to the Supreme Court is a victory for the
American people at a time when our democracy is under siege. Soon-to-be Justice
Jackson has demonstrated a longstanding and unwavering commitment to justice for all
Americans. That commitment will be crucial as it has increasingly fallen to the courts to
serve as a bulwark to our democracy at a time when too many politicians are passing
laws to make it harder for certain Americans – particularly Black and Brown Americans –
to vote and to be heard by those in power… Her confirmation is historic, and her
experiences will broaden the perspective of a Court that will now better reflect the
diversity and experiences of all Americans.”
-Common Cause President, Karen Hobert Flynn

Graphic created by the NAACP.

VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES
Every election year, Common Cause Maryland recruits, trains, and deploys hundreds of Election Protection
volunteers throughout the state. These trained, nonpartisan volunteers serve as voters’ first line of defense against
confusing voting rules, outdated infrastructure, rampant misinformation, and needless obstacles to the ballot box.
Sign up to join Maryland’s Protect the Vote 2022 campaign. There’s a role for everyone – whether it’s helping
voters from home, assisting voters safely in person, or tracking online disinformation. Sign up today!
ProtectTheVote.Net

WAYS TO GIVE
There are many ways to support Common Cause Maryland’s mission to hold power
accountable. We aim to provide methods of giving that best meet your personal and
philanthropic goals. Now you can choose to:
Join the Guardians for Democracy by making a recurring monthly contribution.
Give Gifts of Stock
Make Tax-Deductible gifts to the Common Cause Education Fund
Make an Estate Gift, such as a bequest, IRA distribution, or other planned gift
Honor your loved ones through a Memorial or Tribute Gift
For more information about the various methods of giving, please visit
md.commoncause.org/donate or contact Membership Services at
202.736.5791 or giving@commoncause.org

STAY CONNECTED

Common Cause Maryland is the people's watchdog.

121 Cathedral St., Ste 2A, 3-4 Annapolis MD 21401
443.906.0442 | ccmd@commoncause.org

