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Common Cause Georgia is  a non-profit ,
non-partisan advocacy organization that
works to strengthen public participation in
our democracy and ensure that public
off icials and public institutions are
accountable and responsive to cit izens.  We
believe that voting should be free,  fair  and
accessible for every el igible cit izen,  which is
why we persevere in these efforts to protect
and strengthen voting rights for al l
Georgians.  We look for ways not only to
defend and protect the r ight to vote,  but to
go on offense making sure people have the
access and information they need. We seek
to EDUCATE the public about voting
challenges and what they can do to
,MITIGATE harmful consequences,  and
preserve information to LITIGATE when
necessary.  

2023 Elections
Every year is an election year in Georgia. Even without,
statewide elections, in 2023 there were several municipal
races throughout the state, from mayoral contests to
school board seats to changes to special-purpose local-
option sales tax (SPLOST). While much smaller scale and
with lower turnout, these off-year contest offer a glimpse
of issues we can expect entering the 2024 election cycle. 
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2023-2024 ELECTION CYCLE

Election Adminisitration 365

2023 January-April 
Legislative Session

De-briefing and
Assessing Legislative

Session

Outreach to Election Offices
about Changes to Laws

November
Municipal Elections

December
Municipal Runoffs

De-Briefing from Elections
and Planning for next
Legislative Session

May 21, 2024
Statewide Primaries

December 
Election Debrief and

Runoff Election

The work around elections in Georgia happens year-round.  There has been
increased focus on election laws during legislative session in recent years
and the primaries are the first opportunity to see the effects of news laws
passed on actual voters.  It is also when election officials discover challenges
in enacting certain provisions or lack of clarity in how the laws should be
interpreted.  Common Cause Georgia prioritizes making time outside the
peaks of election season to have conversations with elections offices and
learn more about what they see from their perspective, what aspects of the
law do and do not work in practice, and learning about their unmet needs
from resources to sufficient guidance from the state on the application of
new election laws.

2024 January-April 
Legislative Session

and Election Preparation

 Election Preparation (Attending BOE
Meetings, Conversations with
Election Officials, Volunteer
Recruitment and Training) 

March 12, 2024
Presidential Primary

November 5, 2024
General Election



Aims to cancel a voter’s registration
entirely

Challenges a voter’s eligibility for the
current/upcoming election

Election boards must notify the voter,
hold a hearing, adjudicate challenge

within 20 days

To be resolved “immediately” per
statute, no clear guidelines about what

that means

The NVRA bars systematic removals of
voters from the rolls within 90 days of

an election

Less clear if subject to the 90-day
limitation of the NVRA, we believe it
still is, but some counties have taken
the position these challenges are not
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VOTER CHALLENGES
The increase in challenges brought against individual voters continues to be a problem.
Challenges used to be made only by individuals with personal knowledge, but changes
to the law in S.B. 202 opened the door for lists of mass challenges based on criteria like
the National Change of Address database and other similar information.  We have seen
growing numbers of individuals bringing mass challenges across the state and it appears
to be concerted strategy for far-right groups.  Dealing with challenges has also created
burdens for election staff, requiring them to devote significant time to addressing them.
In Fulton County, an individual who brought over 9,000 of the county’s voter challenges
was nominated for the Board of Registration and Elections.  Common Cause and others
advocated against this appointment to the Board and he ultimately was not appointed,
but we remain cautious of attempts to place challengers on election boards.  There are
two types of challenges brought under Georgia law, those falling under statute
subsection 229 and those under subsection 230.

229 Challenges 230 Challenges

Our position is that the two types of challenges in many ways are a distinction without a
difference and neither escapes the requirements of the National Voting Rights Act.  We
continue to advocate to county election officials and the State Elections Board for clearer
guidance when it comes to voter challenges, establishing a standard for probably cause,
and preserving the due process rights of challenged voters.  We also have concerns about
the use of AI programs to generate mass challenges.
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OTHER ISSUES

HAND RECOUNTS VS. AUDITS:
We did see some counties this cycle opted to conduct hand
counts of their  election results .  It  is  important that we
distinguish these from formal audits ,  and particularly Risk
Limiting Audits ,  that are conducted after certif ication of
elections and enhance confidence in results .  Instead, the
hand counts conducted Spalding,  Polk,  Paulding,  Forsyth,
Floyd, and Bartow counties,  were automatically held
following the election with the goal of comparing the totals
reached by voting tabulation machines prior to certif ication
of the election results .  These hand counts are less accurate
than machine tabulation,  create more work for election
staff ,  are more costly ,  s low results ,  and are based on false
narratives about the rel iabil ity of voting machines.  The
hand count in Spalding involved several teams of counting
ballots and took over eight hours to count around 2,500
ballots ,  This l ikely wil l  not be sustainable with the number
of ballots for the 2024 election.  In contrast ,  r isk l imiting
audits involve the review of a manageable sample size to
confirm the accuracy of the election results .  

GARViS:
The new Georgia Registered Voter Information System was rolled out
to replace the previous ENet system. The new system was
implemented in a handful of counites during the municipal elections
as a test and other counties have begun working with the database,
but we have heard reports that there have been functionality errors
and many counties have concerns about the state’s ability to have it
functioning properly by the 2024 elections. Several counties have
raised their concerns in letters to the Secretary of State’s office, which
is purportedly working to troubleshoot issues, Between the concerns
from election officials and the fact that maps were recently redrawn
in the legislative special session, Common Cause joined with a
number of other organizations in asking for additional dedicated
funding to secure adequate personnel to make the database fully
functional for 2024 and support the $87,000 funding request for
Redistricting Quality Control and any needed additional staff (see
Appendix).  We will continue talking with county election officials
about their experience with the system and if they feel issues are
adequately resolved before heading into next year’s primaries and
elections. 
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SPOTLIGHT: COLUMBIA COUNTY
and EAGLE AI

Most states use the Electronic Registration Information Center
(ERIC) to help maintain voter rolls and ensure people are not
registered in more than one state.  A recent trend amongst
election deniers has been to advocate against ERIC and a number
of states have withdrawn from the system.  While Georgia still uses
ERIC, Columbia County, Georgia recently opted to utilize a
purported alternative, the EagleAINETwork. Eagle AI draws data
from various public sources and can auto-fill voter challenge forms
with supporting materials and submit challenges en masse. The
system is not actually using artificial intelligence and is far less
reliable than the ERIC system. It uses unverified data, lacks voter
protections, and is duplicative of the list maintenance already
occurring.  Eagle AI can also be used to fuel the false voting fraud
narratives and misleading information about ineligible voters on
the rolls.  We will be watching Columbia County to see how use of
this system plays out there. listening to the public reactions to it,
and will to continue to advocate against other counties adopting
the system.
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TARGETED ELECTION EFFORTS
Recruitment and Mobilization:
We continued to build a voter protection volunteer network across the state to
mobilize communities through phases of activation from early voting through the
ballot certification period.  We focused on expanding coverage to new parts of the
state and coordinating with other existing groups and networks who already have a
presence in their communities.

Fighting Mis- and Dis-information:
Voter education is always an important part of our work at Common Cause and we
want to arm the citizens of Georgia with correct information about their voting
rights.  We also monitor the spread of harmful disinformation, and we will be
hypervigilant on this front heading into 2024, working to dispel persisting false
claims about election fraud. 

Open Records Requests:
Common Cause Georgia diligently gathers documents from county election offices
to ensure the retention of relevant election records. We send Open Records
Requests to a targeted list of counties after each election to capture information
about provisional ballots, challenge ballots, the numbers of election workers at
precincts, rejected absentee ballots, incidents at the polls, and voter machine
malfunctions.

Certification Period:
Our work does not stop with Election Day. Given the recent climate, and challenges
made as to the integrity or validity of the results of elections and certain changes in
Georgia law, we had an increased concern about the potential for bad actors to
interfere at this stage of the process.  In 2023, we saw an increased number of
counties performing hand recounts before certification this cycle and in a couple of
counties board members voted against certification of election results.
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Legislative Session:
Common Cause Georgia will be actively
engaged in the upcoming legislative
session.  The Georgia General Assembly
will convene from January - April of 2024
and any election bills will be of even
greater consequence given the short
time frame in which to implement them
before the 2024 elections. We will be
paying particular attention to efforts to
revive an omnibus bill that did not pass
last session, the paper ballot initiative,
and ranked choice voting.

LOOKING AHEAD

Elections:
We are also gearing up for a big
election year. The presidential contest
means additional primaries, higher
turnout, and increased focus on our
state given the ongoing investigation
into Donald Trump‘s election
subversion in 2020.  We will also see
the effects of changes to election
laws that have occurred in the last
four years play out on a larger scale.



Staff & Team
Members

Aunna Dennis 
Executive 

Director

Anne Gray Herring
Research & Policy

Analyst

Mariana Carrillo 
Elections 

Staff

Dedicated 
Volunteers

We are a growing team, working to expand our efforts in Georgia.  
In addition to our in-state staff members. dedicated interns and
fellows, contractors, and volunteers on the ground, we also have
the resources of Common Cause's national organization,
including a communications team, voting and elections staff,
and a network of offices across the country so we can compare
the laws and trends of Georgia to that of other states.
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