
Redistricting Collaborative  
Memorandum of Understanding 

 
This letter confirms California Common Cause’s (CCC) financial commitment of support for 

the activities and deliverables that will be performed by the National Association of Elected and 
Appointed Officials (NALEO) for the Redistricting Collaborative (“the Collaborative”), with funding 
provided by the James Irvine Foundation. 
 

Building on our respective strengths and resources, CCC, League of Women Voters of 
California, Asian Pacific American Legal Center, Center for Governmental Studies, Institute for 
Governmental Studies, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, California NAACP, 
National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials, and the Rose Institute have committed 
to work together through the Collaborative to develop strategies to ensure successful public outreach 
and education regarding the Citizens Redistricting Commission. 
 
As the Collaborative lead group, California Common Cause will: 
 

a) Serve as the Collaborative Convener.  
CCC will convene and facilitate regular calls and meetings of the Collaborative. 
 

b) Liaison with the Bureau of State Auditor.  
CCC will be responsible for communicating regularly with the Bureau of State Auditor’s key staff and 
their public relations consultant, Ogilvy & Mather.  As the Bureau of State Auditor staff develops a 
full plan for conducting outreach, we will work to synchronize our efforts and complement their 
outreach where possible.  CCC will work to coordinate the timing of our Collaborative conference with 
the opening of the application period, December 15, 2009. 
 

c) Lead the Creation of Redistricting Education Materials.  
CCC will work with the Collaborative partners to identify the list of redistricting education materials 
that would be most useful.  These materials will likely include: 

i)    PowerPoint Presentation - Redistricting 101, Redistricting Commission 101 
ii)   Fact Sheets - Redistricting 101, Redistricting Commission 101 
iii)  Brochures - Redistricting and the Citizens Commission in a Nutshell 

iv)  Mini-handbook - Redistricting 201, Redistricting Commission 201. 
CCC, with the help of Collaborative partners, will create drafts of educational materials. CCC will then 
take final the Collaborative-approved text for educational materials and work with graphics designers 
to create user-friendly products, print copies of materials for initial dissemination at the California 
Redistricting Conference, provide digital versions of materials at the conference for organizations to 
customize for their own outreach use, and develop a distribution list with the Collaborative partners to 
disseminate the materials beyond the conference attendees. 
 

d) Organize a California Redistricting Conference.  
CCC will work with the Collaborative partners to identify the format and content for the California 
Redistricting Conference.  Given the short time frame to pull together a conference, CCC will hire a 
project assistant to focus on organizing the conference logistics, including securing the conference 
space, technical set up and food, speakers’ hotel and travel arrangements, managing conference 



attendee reservations; coordinating arrangements for speakers; and managing volunteers.  The target 
audience for the California Redistricting Conference is Irvine grantees who are committed to engaging 
in outreach around redistricting.  Additionally, space permitting, the conference will be open to the 
public. CCC will host the conference in mid-December.  
 

e) Website.  
CCC will work with the Collaborative partners to create a framework for the Collaborative Website. 
CCC will set up and maintain the website through 2011, connect with the Bureau of State Audits, the 
Collaborative, Irvine Grantees, and other relevant entities to share information and materials, promote 
cross-postings and cross-links, and promote collaboration on redistricting outreach in California.  
 
As a California Redistricting Collaborative Partner, National Association of Elected and 
Appointed Officials will: 
 

a)   Advise on the creation of redistricting education materials.  
Each Collaborative partner will participate on regular calls and meetings to discuss the creation of and 
provide content input for redistricting education materials, and help to create the content of certain 
pieces, such as sample newsletter articles, maps useful for training purposes, and web content. 
 

b)   Help Organize Redistricting Conference.  
Each Collaborative partner will participate on regular calls and in meetings as a steering committee 
member for the California Redistricting Conference, shape the format and content for the conference, 
and be available to lead workshops, participate on a panel, and provide assistance on day of the 
conference.  Each partner will also conduct outreach to their own staff and/or membership about the 
conference.  
 

c)   Advise on the Creation of a California Redistricting Website.  
Each Collaborative partner will participate on regular calls to provide input into the content and set up 
of a California Redistricting Website, make available for sharing and website posting of each 
organization’s redistricting materials and schedule of redistricting outreach activities on the website, 
and create links to and from each organization’s website and the California Redistricting Website. 
 

d)   Recognition of California Redistricting Collaborative Partners.  
Each Collaborative partner will be recognized on the website as a Collaborative partner by name and 
logo. Space permitting, each Collaborative partner will be recognized on all materials by name, at 
least.  
 
When returning this agreement, please include a copy of your 501(c)(3) determination letter for our 
files.  Your signature below confirms: 
 

1. That National Association of Elected and Appointed Officials is exempt from federal income 
taxes under section 501(c)(3), and is not a private foundation by virtue of being qualified under 
sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended; 

 
2. That funds will be used solely for charitable, educational, or activities otherwise defined by 

Section 170(c)(2)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and specifically for 
activities associated with the California Redistricting Collaborative; 



 
3. That no funds provided may be used for intervention in a campaign for public office on behalf 

of or in opposition to any candidate; 
 

4. That the grantee shall use these funds only in connection with the California Redistricting 
Collaborative.  If any amount of these funds is used for any other purpose, the amount used for 
non-California Redistricting Collaborative activities shall be returned to California Common 
Cause within 30 days; 

 
5. That if and when the organization ceases their operations, the grantee will return a 

proportionate share of the funds received based on the date program operations end. 
 
Upon receipt of the signed agreement, Common Cause will issue the first installment check of $7,500. 
You will receive the second installment of $2,500 upon satisfactory completion of the work in this 
agreement, no later than March 31, 2010. 
 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
________________________________ _____________ 
Kathay Feng, Executive Director Date 
California Common Cause 
3303 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 310 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
 
 
Agreed to: 
 
 
Signature: _______________________________ _____________ 
 
Name, Title:_____________________________ Date 
National Association of Elected and Appointed Officials 


