The Facts on Early Voting
Basics.

Benefits.

In May 2014, the Massachusetts
legislature passed an historic reform
of our state’s election laws. As part
of the new law, they established
early voting starting with the November 2016 election.



Relieves congestion on Election Day—especially during
typical peak times before and after normal work hours.



Allows voters the flexibility to fit voting into busy schedules filled with work, child care, and errands.



The increased accessibility of elections improves voter
retention.

Our early voting period will start 11
business days preceding the November election. Within that period, municipalities are required to have at
least one voting site open during
normal business hours. Evening and
weekend hours and additional
voting sites may be added at a community’s discretion.



Allows voters who might miss an odd election to vote
more regularly.



Impedes many forms of voter disenfranchisement. For
instance, if a voter is turned away for not having identification, the voter will have an opportunity to return
with it.



Modestly boosts turnout in disenfranchised communities.

Myths.
Length—Massachusetts will only allow early voting 11 business days prior to Election Day, a short window that allows for informed opinions in selecting a candidate. People who vote early tend to be
highly committed voters, with strong preferences that are not swayed by late developments.
Fraud—There is no evidence of any increased risk of fraud. Voters will cast ballots primarily in person at
supervised locations using the same mechanisms as absentee ballots, which includes signing an application.
Turnout—Many studies have shown either a positive effect on turnout, especially in disenfranchised
communities, or a neutral one. One study showed a small negative impact. Yet even the author of
the study recognized a flaw in data collection that lumped together mail-in absentee voting and inperson early voting.
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Joining the large majority of states
There are now 37 states that allow early voting. This is a trend across the country that boosts voter
turnout and satisfaction, and improves the administration of elections.
Many states like Utah and Nevada have seen significant decreases in waiting times during Election Day,
thereby alleviating many administrative burdens. Experience in other states suggests the increased accessibility of elections improves voter retention and may moderately boosts turnout in certain places.

States with Early Voting

Learn more at www.EarlyVotingMA.com

Improving democracy

Early Voting in 2016

“Whenever we have a law that expands access to
the ballot and makes it easier for people to register
and to vote,” former Massachusetts Governor Deval
Patrick said after signing a law to authorize early
voting in the state. “It makes our democracy better.”

Early voting in Massachusetts will start 11
business days prior to the election. In
2016, Election Day is November 8th, so
early voting will be available from October
24th through November 4th. October 2930th will be the only weekend option.
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