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U.S. Supreme Court Decision Means More Cash for More
Campaigns
Welcome to a new era of campaign finance, one that will likely see an explosion in contributions to political
candidates and causes.
On Wednesday, the U.S. Supreme Court released a decision in McCutcheon v the Federal Elections Commission
that will abolish the limits for how much individuals can contribute to candidates, political action committees and
parties.
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Existing rules capped how much an individual could give to various candidates and causes.
For example, in the 2014 election cycle an individual was only allowed to donate a total of $123,200.
But the high court found that cap was unconstitutional. Now that same single donor could theoretically give up to
$3.5 million to multiple candidates and parties.
The ruling did not remove the individual limits that a person can give to a single candidate. That limit is $2,600 per
candidate per election.
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Check out this Mother Jones piece for a good explanation of the ruling and what it means.
Locally, Common Cause Hawaii has already spoken out against the Supreme Court’s decision, saying it will give the
wealthiest donors even more access to politicians and open the door to impropriety.
"This decision lays out a welcome mat for corruption, here in Hawaii and across the country," Common Cause
Hawaii Executive Director Carmille Lim said in a press release.
"This opens the door for each member of our congressional delegation and every candidate for Congress to solicit
multi-million dollar gifts from ultra-wealthy donors. Common sense tells us that folks who can give that kind of
money are going to want something in return."
Common Cause advocates for public financing of campaigns.
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Mahealani Cypher · Kaneohe, Haw aii
Hmmm....can this lead to a higher cost of living, as corporate America now has to budget for the
millions of campaign contributions they w ill need to influence political campaigns of every stripe? The
cost has to be paid by somebody, and my guess is that it w ill end up in higher prices for goods and
services. It alw ays trickles dow n. And this isn't just for presidential elections, but every single election,
from the county races to the highest post in the land.
Reply · Like · 1 · April 3 at 10:02am
Fran Orian
I think the question w e w ill have to ask our politicians is not w hat party they belong to, or
w hat they stand for but w ho is their corporate sponsor! Very sad situation and very
alarming.
Reply · Like · 1 · April 3 at 1:20pm
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