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Lobbying Law Proposed For
Kauai
Council member Gary Hooser’s bill would ban all gifts from lobbyists to
government oﬃcials — no lunch, no dinner, nothing.
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A measure scheduled to be heard before the Kauai County Council would restore
a lobbying ordinance on the island that was eliminated some 20 years ago.
“Kauai County is the only county without a lobby ordinance, though the state
Constitution requires every county to have one,” says the bill’s sponsor, Council
member Gary Hooser.
Bill 2614 has strong community support, said Hooser, but “big business and
lobbying interests are starting to push back and oppose this.”
The bill would require lobbyists to register with the County of Kauai, disclose the
amount of money used by lobbyists to inﬂuence government decision making, and
identify themselves as lobbyists prior to testifying before the County Council or
county agencies.
It also calls for this:
a complete ban on all gifts from lobbyists to government oﬃcials (“no lunch, no
dinner, nothing,” said Hooser); and
a prohibition on lobbyists serving on boards and commissions that deal with the
subject matter upon which they lobby, speciﬁcally banning them from serving
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on the Charter Review Commission and the Ethics Commission.
Cory Lum/Civil Beat

Gary Hooser at a Civil Beat editorial board in 2015.

Hooser’s bill has drawn opposition, according to a recent report in The Garden
Island.
Excerpt:

Jan TenBruggencate said he was testifying on behalf of himself and Nancy
Kanna represented the Kauai Board of Realtors. Both said they supported
legislation to require lobbyist registration, but the current bill isn’t up to snuﬀ.
“I support lobbyist restoration that is transparent, fair and simple,”
TenBruggencate said. “A sign-up sheet for lobbyist kept in the meeting room
available for everyone to view, that’s what you need.”
TenBruggencate said that was the system 20 years ago at the Kauai County
Council, and that should be the system today. He said the bill on the table is
complicated and “let’s outsiders skate by and contains loopholes that let
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council members avoid registering” as lobbyists.

Follow Civil Beat on Facebook and Twitter. You can also sign up for Civil
Beat’s free daily newsletter.
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Chad Blair is a reporter for Civil Beat. You can reach him by email at
cblair@civilbeat.com or follow him on Twitter at @chadblairCB.
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Gary Hooser · Kapaa, Hawaii
People can review and decide for themselves on the Bill. Oops...I see you did provide a
link to the Bill in the story but here it is again! http://kauai.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?
view_id=...
Like · Reply ·

3 · Feb 15, 2016 4:29pm · Edited

Patricia Blair · University of NebraskaLincoln
I think that expanding Gary's Bill to all Hawaii would be most appropriate with Kauai
setting the example for good government.
Like · Reply ·

4 · Feb 15, 2016 9:04pm

Katie Horgan
A signup sheet is not adequate. This is a good bill that encourages full transparency.
Like · Reply ·

1 · Feb 16, 2016 2:36am

Tito Castillo · Real Estate Broker/Agent at It's All About You.
Gary, are you related to Teddy? Because not only do you really look like him, but you are
carrying his message! Keep up the good fight! From Wikipedia: "... in his 1905 message
to Congress following the election, he (Roosevelt) proposed that "contributions by
corporations to any political committee or for any political purpose should be forbidden by
law."
Like · Reply ·

3 · Feb 16, 2016 3:12am

Toni Auld Yardley · Works at Lanikini Productions, Kanakamaoli Religious Institute
EO MANOKALANIPO!!
Like · Reply · Feb 16, 2016 3:02pm
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