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Freebies compromise legislators and those who give
them
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Perhaps state legislators are going hungry these days. That may explain their need to
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change the gift law to allow nonprofits to feed them.
They are trying to convert a bill that would have improved the gifts law, Senate Bill 671,
into one that would provide them perks for doing the public's business.
The purpose of the gifts law is to be sure that our government is not for sale. The
original bill would have strengthened this purpose by requiring increased reporting of
contractual and financial relationships between lobbyists and public officials, campaign
donations made during the legislative session, and lobbying events attended by
legislators.
But the leadership of both houses of the Legislature wanted to expand their right to
freebies after they learned from Ethics Commission Executive Director Les Kondo that
$200 tickets to a dinner did not meet the state's ethics guidelines. Up in arms, they
gutted the original bill and inserted one that would have allowed any state employee or
legislator to receive — or solicit — gifts from anyone at any time for any purpose.
The Senate Judiciary and Labor committee toned it down quite a bit, limiting the
permissible gifts from 501(c)3 organizations to tickets for charitable fundraising events.
The Ethics Commission, which is charged with promoting public confidence in
government, did not support even the revised bill, on the basis that many 501(c)3
organizations receive public funds or have activities that are regulated by the
government. Thus, they have reason to court legislators or regulators, and their dinner
"gifts" are not without the hope of a return or, more bluntly, could be construed as
attempted bribery.
In addition, many for-profit organizations have associated 501(c)3 organizations that
share their goals and interests, and that could serve as a cover for illegal gift-giving by
the parent organization.
But our starving legislators can't seem to stop angling for perks, despite strong public
outcries. The House Judiciary Committee has floated a new version of the bill, once
again expanding who can give out pricey tickets. The current proposed draft, to be
heard at 2 p.m. today in room 325 at the Capitol, would allow 501(c) organizations —
including not only the 501(c)3 charities but also lobbying organizations, labor unions,
business organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce or the Board of Realtors —
to give tickets to charitable fundraisers to legislators and public employees.
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What's wrong with that? Many 501(c) organizations, including charitable 501(c)3
organizations, are big business, with a strong interest in legislation that would affect
them.
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Does it improve trust in government for these groups to be allowed to curry favor with
public officials or legislators with gifts of expensive tickets to their own or other groups'
fundraisers?
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In addition, many have activities, such as preschools, that are regulated by the state. Should
they be allowed to court the officials who regulate them?
And why would a charitable organization, while trying to raise money, want to give away
costly tickets?
An unpleasant truth has come out in testimony: Some organizations that hold high-stakes
fund-raising dinners feel they need to give freebies to legislators in order to lure lobbyists
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and business executives to attend their functions with a promise of extended access to
decision makers. So these organizations are essentially using the legislators as bait —
selling access instead of a dinner and the importance of their organization.
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These activities are not compatible with public trust in government and may also undermine
public trust in some of our more prominent charities.
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The public needs to weigh in loudly to tell our legislators that no matter how hungry they
are, promoting their own self-interest is simply wrong.

View All | Columns »

Blogs
Warrior Beat
Double duty for Schroeder

MO RE FRO M THE S TAR-ADV E RTI S E R

Volley Shots
Hawaii 3 Pacific 0 3-17

Looser ethics bill for legislators will make influence-peddling easier
Nikki Love

Political Radar
Confirmed

Critics tear into proposed ethics bill
Bill allows lawmakers to take free tickets to charity events

Volley Shots
Sand rules, sandbagging

Strengthen state ethics law

View All | Blogs »

Volley Shots
Hawaii down to 11 in men’s poll
Like

Print

Email

Comment | View Comments

Do you need professional PDFs? Try PDFmyURL!

Most Popular

Save

Post

Retweet

38k

Warrior Beat
Wiesehan leaves for Temple

Trending Articles and Offers

The secret to
annuities with 8%
guaranteed for life

New Rule in New
Jersey: If you pay for
car insurance you
better read this...

COMMENTS

These stars raised
more than a few
eyebrows the day
they came 'out.'

How penny stocks
make millionaires
every day...

999

ADVERTISEMENT

New Jersey Will this
stock explode? Can
you turn $1,000 into
$100,000?

Rumor has it this
stock might explode.
Can you turn $5,000
into $500,000?

PICS: St.
Patrick’s
Day 2014

VIDEO: ‘Soul
Sessions’
feat.
Streetlight
Cadence

Pulse Picks:
March 18,
2014

Heels &
Picks:
Westwood
brings punk
couture to
Oahu

Kamakahi
diagnosed
with lung
cancer

Pulse Picks:
March 17,
2014

PICS: Kult
Rebellion
Launch
Party at
Turtle Bay

PICS:
‘Rockers
Island’ at Big
Kahuna
Waikiki

PICS: ‘Pink
Tie Ball’ at
the Royal
Hawaiian

Surprisingly simple
solution to help your
joints. See why these
ingredients are flying
off shelves

Penny stocks might
be the secret to
becoming rich
overnight...

You must be subscribed to participate in discussions

By participating in online discussions you acknowledge that you have agreed to the TERMS OF
SERVICE. An insightful discussion of ideas and viewpoints is encouraged, but comments must be civil
and in good taste, with no personal attacks. Because only subscribers are allowed to comment, we have
your personal information and are able to contact you. If your comments are inappropriate, you may
receive a warning, and if you persist with such comments you may be banned from posting. To report
comments that you believe do not follow our guidelines, email commentfeedback@staradvertiser.com.

This Week in TGIF

Calendar of Events

Leave a comment
Like

Do you need professional PDFs? Try PDFmyURL!

8.2k

Please login to leave a comment.

IN OTHER NEWS

Do you need professional PDFs? Try PDFmyURL!

New! Hottie of the
Week: Emi Sklar

PICS: Danny Brown

Tats &
Tanlines:
3/14/14

Do you need professional PDFs? Try PDFmyURL!

SP Rides:
Keeping it
fun and
friendly

PICS: Sexy
Saturday

HOME PAGE
Back Issues
Corrections
Special Projects
Photo Galleries
Calendars
TV Week
Movie Theaters
Weather and Surf
Traffic
SOCIAL AND
MULTIMEDIA
Facebook
Twitter
Google+
YouTube
Scribd

HAWAII NEWS
Newswatch
911 Report
Vital Statistics
Obituaries
Island Images
New York Times
Facts of the
Matter
flASHback
Incidental Lives
Keep Hawaii
Hawaii
Kokua Line
Ocean Watch
Skywatch
Volcanic Ash
COMICS
Bento Box
Calabash
nemu*nemu
Trouble in
Paradise

SPORTS
Hawaii Beat
Scoreboards
TV and Radio
Ferd's Words
Further Review
Hawaii Prep
World
Hawaii Grown
Report
BUSINESS
Business Briefs
Real Estate Sales
Akamai Money
Buy Local
The Buzz
Tech View
Wealth of Health

FEATURES
Weddings and
Anniversaries
Be Well
By Request
By the Glass
Eat Your Veggies
Electric Kitchen
The Green Leaf
Hawaii Gardens
Hawaii's Ohana
Health Options
K-Drama
Looking Back
On Tap in Hawaii
Outtakes
Pet Ohana
Show Biz
Urban Gardener
Wood Craft

EDITORIALS
Our View
Insight
Guest Columns
Off the News
Letters to the
Editor
Name in the
News
On Politics
Kauakūkalahale
HAWAII FIVE-0
PULSE
TGIF
Photo Galleries
On the Scene

INFORMATION
News
Tips/Contact
Advertise
Terms of Service
Privacy Policy
About Us
OTHER FORMATS
Print Replica
iPhone/iPad/iPod
Android
RSS/XML
DINING OUT
Weekly Eater
GAMES

TRAVEL
Isle Hoppping
Staycation
Hawaii's Back
Yard
Las Vegas
Advisor

News | Jobs | Cars for Sale | Hawaii Rentals | Customer Service

Copyright © 2014 staradvertiser.com. All rights reserved.
500 Ala Moana Boulevard. #7-210, Honolulu, HI 96813 Telephone (808) 529-4747

Do you need professional PDFs? Try PDFmyURL!

HOMES
Hawaii
Renovation
Place My Ad
Listings
Rentals
Foreclosures
Find an Agent
Homes
JOBS
Place My Ad
Monster.com
CARS
Place My Ad
Hawaiis Cars
AutoTrader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Place My Ad
Obituaries
Cars
Jobs
Foreclosures
Homes
MEMBER
SERVICES
Log In
Log Out
Change
Password
Forgot Password
Manage Online
Account
ADVERTISING
MEDIA KIT

