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Hawaii And Honolulu Agencies
Really Try To Hide Public
Records

State and city officials frustrate the public and undercut democracy by refusing to
release public records or charging absurdly high fees for them.

JULY 5, 2016 - By Brian Black + Colin Moore + 304 10

Many people in Hawaii may be surprised to learn that we have some of the best laws in the
United States on public access to government records and open meetings. But as the
Legislature recognized when it enacted the public records law in 1988, the law “is very much

dependent upon the attitude of those who implement the law.”

Good transparency policies should make it easy for citizen groups and the media to
investigate what the government is up to and to educate others about it. Imagine, for example,
if the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation had provided detailed statements of how

taxpayer dollars were being spent, rather than releasing mere fragments of information.

Would the problems with its cost overruns have surfaced sooner? We think so.

On paper, Hawaii acknowledges that open government is necessary to maintain the informed
citizenry that is the foundation of a democracy. In practice, the state often struggles to live up

to those ideals — and we all suffer as a result.
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