Fighting Big Money, Empowering People:
A 21st Century Democracy Agenda
Questionnaire
Like every generation before us, Americans are coming together to preserve a democracy of the people, by
the people, and for the people. American democracy is premised on the consent of the governed, and on
the idea that we all deserve a say in the government decisions that affect our families. We stand united
supporting commonsense protections that recognize the people as the ultimate check on the corrosive
influence of money in politics, which is eroding the very foundation of self-government.

Members of Congress should stand with Americans across the country and commit to
these five principles of democracy:

1.

Everyone participates;

2.

Everyone’s voice is heard;

3.

Everyone knows who is trying to influence our views and our representatives;

4.

Everyone plays by fair, common-sense rules;

5.

Everyone is held accountable, with enforceable penalties to deter bad behavior.

If elected, will you endorse, prioritize and work aggressively to:
Establish a system to provide public funds that will amplify small donations to federal candidates who agree to
lower contribution limits.
Reduce barriers to the ballot box and increase turnout.
Support meaningful contribution limits so a wealthy few cannot use their economic power to shut out ordinary
citizens.

Yes

No

X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Strengthen disclosure requirements for outside spending groups.
Urge the Federal Election Commission to create regulations responsive to the Citizens United decision that would
eliminate secret money contributions.
Urge the Securities and Exchange Commission to require public corporations to disclose their political spending.
Urge the Federal Communications Commission to require advertisers to disclose their true identity.
Urge the Internal Revenue Service to more clearly define political activity so organizations cannot abuse the
system to keep their donors secret.
Create a new enforcement agency with real power to hold campaign violators accountable.
Support a constitutional amendment to restore our ability to set common-sense rules that stop the influence of
big money on our government and empower the people to fully participate and have their voices heard.
Work to pass legislation to shut down individual-candidate super PACs and strengthen rules that prohibit
coordination between candidates and outside spending groups.
For Senators and Senate Candidates:

X
Yes

No

Commit to confirming justices who will transform the Supreme Court’s approach to money in politics and
revive the People’s ability to protect our democracy.
Commit to confirming FEC commissioners who promise to enforce existing law and an Attorney General who
will prioritize addressing violations of campaign finance and election laws.

X

X

Comments:
Question 1: "No" because we should not use our tax dollars to pay for campaigns

Question 4: "No" because many donors fear that the incumbent will come after them if names released.

Question 5: "No" because of ramifications from incumbents. I have noticed that people are afraid because of the potential for incumbents to retaliate against people who donate. This makes it very difficult to get

donors, especially from businesses. In my experience, the only people who are comfortable with having their name disclosed are the people who have nothing to lose. A legislator should be working for the people,

not the other way around.

Question 6: "No" for the same reason as number 5.

Question 7: "No" for the same reason as number 5.
Question 8: "No" for the same reason as number 5.

Question 9: "No" because this is very difficult for people who do have a grass roots campaign, who do not have adequate funds to hire a accounting agency, or who are learning everything on their own. If you mess
up and are fined, the ramification are disproportionate. This affects the little guys.

10) "No" because in Hawaii, I have seen big business take advantage of this. I've seen this in our own community. This initiative that you think will help the little guy eventually gets manipulated by big money.

Question 12: "No" for the same reason as number 5.

Signed: ____________________________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________________
Makani Christensen
Printed Name: _____________________________________________
Hawaii Senate
State District: ______________________________________________
Please email your completed questionnaires to agenda@commoncause.org. Questions may also be directed to
FightBigMoney@commoncause.org

