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December 2, 2014
Dear Speaker Boehner and Majority Leader McCarthy:
The U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions in recent years in Citizens United v. FEC, McCutcheon v. FEC, and
other cases have subjected our democracy to a tidal wave of corporate and special interest money in
elections. This unlimited campaign spending seriously threatens our democracy and silences the voices
of average Americans. As Justice Breyer wrote in his dissent to McCutcheon, “where enough money calls
the tune, the general public will not be heard.”
Because our government is becoming too dominated by big money interests to be responsive to the
needs of everyday Americans, we are writing to urge you to allow a vote this year on H.J. Res. 119, the
Democracy for All Amendment.
This proposed constitutional amendment, which has more than 100 cosponsors, would re-establish
Congress and the states’ ability to pass common-sense guidelines for election spending. It can help to
ensure that our elected officials pay more attention to the people who elect them rather than their
campaign donors. The amendment would overturn Citizens United v. FEC, McCutcheon v. FEC, and the
1976 Buckley v. Valeo ruling and restore First Amendment values of democratic self-government.
If the wealthiest Americans and corporations can drown out the voices of ordinary Americans, we cease
to be a democracy. In fact, a 2014 Princeton study analyzing 1,800 different policy initiatives over a 20+
year period concluded that we have now become an oligarchy in which “economic elites and organized
groups representing business interests” wield the most power.
We cannot fully address the many challenges our country faces—jobs and the economy, energy
independence, housing security, and many others—until we solve the root issue of money dominating
politics. Passing a constitutional amendment is a critical way to elevate the voices of everyday
Americans so that everyone, not just the wealthy few, can be heard. To date, 16 states and 500+
localities representing more than 100 million Americans have called on Congress to pass an amendment
to get big money out of politics.
Amending the Constitution should only be done in the rarest of circumstances. However, America has
reached a tipping point in which big-moneyed interests exert control over all levers of government.
Instead of being of, by, and for the corporations and ultra-wealthy, American democracy needs to turn
to an era of, by, and for the people. A majority of senators have voted for a fair and open debate on a
companion Democracy for All Amendment, and the House should have a debate as well. We strongly
urge you to allow an open debate and a floor vote on H.J. Res. 119, the Democracy for All Amendment,
so that ordinary Americans will again have a voice in our democracy. If you have any questions, please
contact Aaron Scherb at ascherb@commoncause.org or 202-736-5726.
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CC: House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and Minority Whip Steny Hoyer

