CONNECT THE DOTS: Money in Politics

Entergy Generates Influence
Will Cash and Connections Overpower Serious Debate?
The Indian Point nuclear power facility has become a flashpoint
in the fight over public safety post-9/11. Environmentalists
have long argued that the facility’s evacuation plan is inadequate, and their position has found increasing support in recent
years. Opponents argue that because 20 million people work
and live within 50 miles of Indian Point, an accident or terrorist
attack at the site would be catastrophic. The plant’s owner, Entergy Corporation, counters that the plant is safe and has spent
millions on campaign contributions and lobbying to bolster the
case. Both sides may have valid points, but will lobbying spending and campaign contributions preclude real debate?

Campaign Contributions and Lobby Spending Add
Up to Influence for Entergy
GRAND TOTAL = $3,498,315
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in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut Council and the Mayor. The firms specifically Committee
$2,000 to the Bronx County Democratic
have already passed shut down resolureported lobbying Speaker Miller and Council Committee
tions similar to the one New York is con-

Insider Access is the Key to Albany’s Revolving Door

Entergy’s influence does not stop with cash. They have also made use of lobbyists who are wellconnected to government officials. Former government insiders who have come through the
“revolving door” and are now lobbying on behalf of Entergy include:
◘ James D. Featherstonhaugh, played a key role in Mario Cuomo’s successful 1982 gubernatorial
campaign; involved in a scandal in 1996 wherein he was accused of hiring former Senate Majority
Leader Ralph Marino for $200,000 over 2 years as a favor to the new Senate Leadership
◘ David N. Weinraub, former aide to Mario Cuomo
◘ Norman Adler, former Assistant to the Speaker of the Assembly
◘ Mel Miller, former Speaker of the Assembly
◘ Armand D’Amato, brother of former Senator Al D’Amato; in 1991 Sen. D’Amato was the target of a
Senate Ethics Commission investigation concerning whether he used his office to further the career
and lobbying efforts of Armand who was lobbying on behalf of defense contractor Sperry/Unisys by
allowing his brother to use his office stationery to help Sperry gain contracts. It was determined that
the Senator’s actions were improper and Armand was later indicted on mail fraud.
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Wired in Washington

Entergy has long been well-connected in

serious and open debate about
the issues at hand.

This fact sheet was created in November 2003 as part of a series called CONNECT THE DOTS, which aims to show how money
in politics impacts on issues New Yorkers care about. For more information, please call us for a copy of the report on which this
fact sheet was based, or see our website: www.commoncause.org/states/newyork/
To learn more about Common Cause/NY’s CONNECT THE DOTS coalition, call 1-800-300-8707.
This project was made possible by support from the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation.

