Fair Elections: It’s a Matter of Justice!
Koran
“Do not usurp one another’s property by unjust means nor offer it to the judges so that you
may devour knowingly and unjustly a portion of the good of others” Surat Al‐Baqarah, 2:188

Buddhist Texts
I never see what has been done; I only see what remains to be done.”‐ The Buddha

Old Testament
Deuteronomy 1:17
Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye
shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard
for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it
Deuteronomy 10:17‐19
For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible,
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the judgment of the
fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye
therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 16:19
Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a gift
doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.
Exodus 23:2‐8
Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after
many to wrest judgment: Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause. If thou meet
thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. If thou see
the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou
shalt surely help with him. Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his cause. Keep

thee far from a false matter; and the innocent and righteous slay thou not: for I will not justify
the wicked. And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words
of the righteous.
Isaiah 5:7‐9
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant
plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.
Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they
may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, Of a truth
many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.
Isaiah 10:2
To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people,
that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!
Isaiah 11:4
But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
shall he slay the wicked.
Ezekiel 45:8‐9
In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes shall no more oppress my people;
and the rest of the land shall they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes. Thus saith
the Lord God; Let it suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute
judgment and justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the Lord God.
Micah 4:4
But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.
Proverbs 19:17
He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay
him again.
Amos 5:21‐24
I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. Though ye offer
me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the
peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not
hear the melody of thy viols. But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a
mighty stream.
Isaiah 58:3‐7
Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul,
and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all
your labours. Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye

shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it such a fast that I
have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to
spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the
Lord? Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when
thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?
Jeremiah 5:26‐29
For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a
trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they
are become great, and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the
deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper;
and the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord:
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
Jeremiah 22:16
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know
me? saith the Lord.
Leviticus 19:15
Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor
honor the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
Exodus 23:8
And thou shalt take no gift: for the gift blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words of the
righteous.

New Testament
Mathew 6:24
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Matthew 25:44‐46
Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer
them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did
it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal.
Luke 1:53
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.

Acts 24:26
Governor Felix frequently summoned Paul with an intention to receive bribe from him.
Acts 8:17‐22
Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw
that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them
money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the
Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought
that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this
matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness,
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.
1 Timothy 6:10
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

