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7 attempts in 10 years
to pass FOIA reform

Because of FOIA we know...

But there’s still room for improvement.

50
YEARS OF FOIA

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) allows every 
citizen to keep an eye on the federal government.

This year we celebrate its 50th anniversary. 

Clinton 
expansion

OPEN 
Government
Act

FOIA 
Improvement 
Act

FOIA signed 
into law

Government 
in the
Sunshine
Act
Amendments

102,828
backlogged 
requests 
in 2015

25%
increase in complaints
against administration
from 2014 to 2015

5,534 days
longest request awaiting 
response in 2015

69,341 
requests denied without 
stated reason in 2015

$480 million
total processing and 
litigation costs in 2015

In the States...

Common Cause 
Texas helped pass 
the Public 
Information Act 

1973

Common Cause 
Delaware wrote and 
successfully lobbied 
for Open Meetings 
Law

1976

Common Cause 
Massachusetts 
helped pass the 
Public Records
Modernization Bill 

2016

17,000 bridges 
were not inspected 
on schedule

VA hospitals 
mistreated 
hundreds of 
veterans 

Government witheld 
information about
hazardous drinking 
water in Flint, MI

More than 1,500 
Americans died 
because of inadequate 
drug-safety regulations 

2011

Common Cause 
Mississippi won the fight 
to make State Ethics 
Commission enforcer of 
the Open Meetings Act

0 records
available from 
legislative and 
judicial bodies


