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2006 ELECTION STATISTICS 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The 2006 General Election had 180 candidates vying for 98 offices.  This year, voters elected 90 
legislators (60 House, 30 Senate), governor, secretary of state, attorney general, treasurer, 
superintendent of public instruction, mine inspector, and 2 corporation commissioners. 
 
Of the 180 General Election candidates, 9 percent (16) were either write-ins or candidates who had 
pledged to spend less that $500, making them ineligible for Clean Elections funding. 
 
Of the 98 seats, 25 were open (no incumbent running) in the General Election.  In the General 
election, 13 candidates had no opposition.  In addition, there were 15 districts in which only three 
candidates were vying for two seats. 

 
Of the 164 eligible candidates, 97 (59 percent) ran Clean. 

 
TOTAL CANDIDATES 

Primary General 
75 percent of Clean Elections Candidates 

won (96 of 128) 
45 percent of Clean Elections Candidates 

won (44 of 97) 
80 percent of traditional candidates won 

 (75 of 94) 
65 percent of traditional candidates won 

 (54 of 83) 
 

 
 

MINORITIES 
Primary General 

15 percent (33) of all candidates 15 percent (27) of all candidates 
16 percent (27) of all winners 18 percent (18) of all winners 

56 percent (18) ran as CE candidates 56 percent (15) ran as CE candidate 
14 percent of CE candidates 15 percent of CE candidates 
16 percent of all CE winners 18 percent of all CE winners 

82 percent of minorities won their races 67 percent of minorities won their races 
 
 

INCUMBENT BREAKDOWN 
Primary General 

97 percent of Clean Elections incumbents 
won (29 of 30) 

93 percent of Clean Elections incumbents 
won (27 of 29) 

98 percent of traditionally funded incumbents 
won (44 of 45) 

100 percent of traditionally funded 
incumbents won (44 of 44) 
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WOMEN 

Primary General 
30 percent (67) of all candidates 31 percent (55) of all candidates 

32 percent (54) of all winners 35 percent (34) of all winners 
69 percent (46) ran clean 71 percent (39) ran clean 

36 percent of all CE Candidates 40 percent of all CE Candidates 
41 percent (39) of all CE winners 48 percent (21) of all CE winners 

20 percent (15) of traditional winners 19 percent (13) of traditional winners 
 
 

MATCHING FUNDS 
Primary General 

24 percent (31) received matching funds 46 percent (45) received matching funds 
8 percent (10) received maximum match 6 percent (6) received maximum match 
35 percent (11) w/matching funds won 38 percent (17) w/matching funds won 
30 percent (3) that got maximum match 
won  

17 percent (1) that got maximum match 
won 

  
 

CLEAN ELECTIONS PRODUCES WINNERS 
2002 2004 2006 

32 Legislators (36%) – 5 Senate 
(17%) and 27 House (45%) 

42 Legislators (47%) – 7 Senate 
(23%) and 35 House (58%) 

38 Legislators (42%) – 9 Senate 
(30%) and 29 House (48%) 

Corporation Commission – 2 of 2 Corporation Commission – 4 of 4 Corporation Commission – 1 of 2 
Democrats – 17 Democrats - 18 Democrats – 26 
Republicans  - 22 Republicans - 28 Republicans – 18 
Latinos – 7 Latinos - 8 Latinos – 7 
Women – 11 (9 Legislature) Women – 18 (17 Legislature) Women – 21 (18 Legislature) 
11 CE Women Won/14 
Traditional Women Won 

18 CE Women Won/13 
Traditional Women Won 

21 CE Women Won/13 
Traditional women Won 

 
 
9 OF THE 11 STATE WIDE OFFICES ARE HELD BY CLEAN ELECTIONS PARTICIPANTS: 
 

GOVERNOR 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
STATE MINE INSPECTOR 

CORPORATION COMMISSIONERS (4) 
 

TREASURER AND CORPORATION COMMISSIONER (1 OF 5) ARE THE ONLY STATE WIDE 
OFFICES HELD BY TRADITIONAL CANDIDATES. 
 
15 ADDITIONAL LEGISLATORS (7 SENATE, 8 HOUSE) HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ELECTED 
AS CLEAN ELECTIONS CANDIDATES FOR A TOTAL OF 53 (59 PERCENT) WITH DIRECT 
CLEAN ELECTIONS EXPERIENCE. 


