
Redistricting 2011:  A New 
Day for Democracy or 

Politics as Usual? 

Common Cause/Indiana is a not-for-

profit citizens lobbying organization 

that has been working for open, honest 

and accountable government since 

1974.  CC/IN is the state affiliate of 

Common Cause, which was founded 

by John Gardner in 1970 as the na-

tion’s first grassroots public interest  

organization.  We advocate for cam-

paign finance, election, lobbying and 

redistricting reform, and on issues in-

volving open government/public ac-

cess to records and meetings.   

You can learn more about us at 

www.commoncause.org 

 

 

 
 

Sponsored by Common Cause/Indiana 

 Co-Sponsored by AARP Indiana 

 League of  Women Voters of  Indiana 

 Democrat Law Society—IU Law Indpls 

 Republican Law Coalition—IU Law Indpls 

 Student Bar Association—IU Law Indpls 
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A Luncheon Seminar for   

Legislators, Lobbyists,      

Attorneys, and Advocates 

Friday, December 18th 

11:30 a.m.—1:15 p.m. 

Senate Chambers 

Indiana State Capitol    

  Program Schedule 

11:00 a.m.  Registration opens 

11:30 a.m.  Welcome 

11:40 a.m.  Panel Discussion  

1:00 p.m.    Q and A 

1:15 p.m.    Program ends 

Former   journalist   John   Ketzen-

berger, currently the Director of the 

Indiana Fiscal Policy Institute  will be 

the moderator.   



P.O. Box 1603 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

C o m m o n  C a u s e / I N  

Members of Congress and state legislators are elected from 

districts; at  least once per decade, the district lines are redrawn, 

block by block, precinct by precinct.  In most states, including 

Indiana, these district lines are drawn by the legislators them-

selves.   

Reformers say this amounts to “politicians choosing their vot-

ers.” 

The way the lines are drawn can keep a community together or 

split it apart, leaving it without a representative who feels re-

sponsible for its concerns.   

The way the lines are drawn can change who wins an election.  

Ultimately, the way the lines are drawn can change who controls 

the legislature, and which laws get passed.   

As a basic building block of democracy, REDISTRICTING MAT-

TERS.   

TIME FOR REFORM IS NOW 

Redistricting reform has become a hot topic in Indiana.  Some 

advocates for change are calling for a set of principles  to guide 

a less partisan process.  Others want an independent commis-

sion to draw the maps.  Either way, for reform to impact  2011 

reapportionment, it has to pass in 2010.   

Redistricting reform is fraught with potential constitutional mine-

fields.  From the Voting Rights Act to the 14th Amendment, any 

legislative change must be carefully considered.   

Come to the seminar to hear local and national experts discuss 

how and why the Indiana legislature should reform the process 

in Indiana.  Please join us for this important discussion in a most 

appropriate place—the Indiana Senate Chamber on December 

18th     

     

 

    

 

    

Why 
Redistricting Matters 

Panelists 

The Honorable Todd Rokita 

Indiana Secretary of 
State 

Munster native Todd Rokita is 
serving his 2nd term as Indiana’s 
Secretary of State.  As chief elec-
tions officer, Sec. Rokita has 
overseen Indiana elections with a 

commitment to innovation and technological 
advancements.  In September of this year, he 
launched “Rethinking Redistricting”, a campaign 
to bring change to the redistricting process so it 
puts people before politics.  Secretary Rokita has 
served as president of the National Assoc. of 
Secretaries of State.   

Justin Levitt, J.D.   

Justin Levitt is counsel at the 
Brennan Center for Justice at 
NYU Law School.  His work 
focuses on redistricting, elec-
tion administration, and other 
voting rights concerns and includes research on 
election law and practice, publication of exten-
sive studies and reports, assistance to federal 
and state legislative bodies, and participation as 
amicus curiae in cases around the U.S.  When 
necessary, Mr. Levitt represents parties seeking 
to compel states to comply with their obligations 
under federal law and the Constitution.    

Luis Fuentes-Rohwer, J.D., Ph.D. 

Luis Fuentes-Rohwer  is a 
Professor of Law at Indiana 
University Law School—
Bloomington.  Professor 
Fuentes-Rohwer’s scholar-
ship focuses on the intersec-

tion of race and democratic theory, as reflected 
in the law of democracy in general and the Vot-
ing Rights Act in particular.  Fuentes-Rohwer is 
interested in the way that institutions, especially 
the courts, are asked to craft and implement the 
ground rules of American politics.   

 

 

    

 

    

Phone: 317-925-5780 
E-mail:  jvaughn@commoncause.org 

 
  

Registration Form 

American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check 

Reserve my seat for the Dec. 18, 2009,       

 luncheon seminar  

Registration Rates: 

Attorney claiming CLE credit—$75 

Attorney claiming CLE, no lunch—$50 

Regular registration—$25 (includes lunch and 

materials)     

Registration deadline is Dec. 15th  

Name____________________________________

Address___________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________________________________ 


